Syllabus 
Anthropology (Miklós Szabó)
The objectives and case studies of the course try to familiarize the students with the variety and complexity of the manifestations of the Hungarian cultural identity equally with these common features.

Consequently, the goal of the proposed topics is to give the students possibilities to know in deep and to discuss about the general questions of cultural identity, the cultural-social-political processes in Hungary, the historical-ethnographical background of Hungarian culture, Hungarian minorities, religious groups, different identities, subcultures, local cultures, the patterns of the “Hungarian personality” national myths, rituals and the recent folklore.

Sept.1 Hung – aliens?
Colin Swatridge tells a story in his book of the “Hungarian-ness” about a conversation in a break of a mathematics conference when their discussion turns to the existence or non-existence of aliens: Has anyone seen aliens?’ one mathematician asked.’ ‘They’d surely be different from human beings.’‘Ah! But if they were able to disguise themselves as human beings’, said a second, ‘how should we know that they were aliens?’ His Magyar (Hungarian) neighbour turned to this second mathematician and whispered in his ear: ‘We call ourselves Hungarians.’

In the first lesson we try to raise and compass the general questions of the Hungarian cultural identity: Are Hungarians really aliens? Which are the main characteristic differences between the Hungarians and the “others” from Non-Hungarians’ and Hungarians’ perspectives? What are the main specific elements of the “us and them” categories and stereotypes of the Hungarian cultural identity? Related to these questions we get to know the ethnographical and cultural anthropological research of the Hungarian culture and identity. 

Sept. 2 The experienced “Hungarian fate”
A.: As represented in popular art: A movie by Szabó István (Sunshine, 2003) presents how the concepts and contexts of the Hungarian identity have changed in the last hundred years in mirror of a story of three generations of a Hungarian Jewish family.

B.: Hungarian family memories: Narratives of the hungarian fate, and the methods of survival in the ever-changing political surroundings

Sept. 3 The Angelic nation
What is the real meaning of “revisionism”, “historical” or even “Hungary”? In my opinion in the first two answers we will find the third one, exhibiting the enmeshments of truth, memory and representation. This ternary can be understood through the analysis of recent Hungarian events, like the scandal concerning a presently under construction statue on Freedom Square (Budapest), that commemorates the Nazi invasion of 1944, the rehabilitation of Miklós Horthy, the war time leader of Hungary, or the resent European election campaign. The statue is portraying Hungary as a victim of the Nazis, while more than 430,000 Hungarian Jews were deported to Auschwitz in the summer of 1944, with the active help of Hungarian officials. The nostalgia toward the 1930s, is going hand in hand with increasing xenophobia, and racism. The governing party’s main campaign slogan was “respect for Hungary”. These resent events can be, and are criticized from a number of perspectives, without any effect, proving again that one should first understand an issue before addressing it.
Readings:

file:///c:/document/uj/tomszk/66031281-Annihilating-Difference-The-Anthropology-of-Genocide.pdf
file:///c:/document/uj/tomszk/Clarke,%20S.%20%282008%29.%20Culture%20and%20Identity.%20In%20T.%20Bennet%20&%20J.%20Frow%20%28Eds.%29,%20The%20Sage%20Handbook%20of%20Cultural%20Analysis%20%28pp.%20510-529%29.%20Sage%20Publications%20Ltd.PDF
file:///c:/document/uj/tomszk/AntiSemitic%20Attitudes%20in%20Europe.pdf
Sociology (Endre Sik)
Sept. 4 Network dependent path dependency

Path dependency is created and maintained by three intertwined influences of network capital, i.e. the inertia of the networks, the culture defining the proper use of network capital, and the way such a network capital fits into the local and global institutional setting. Following a brief introduction of the terms network capital and path dependency, I develop an extremely simplifying dual typology, to differentiate between network-sensitive and network-insensitive societies. These two extremes of a continuum characterize societies in which either the everyday life is under the total domination of network capital or where networks are auxiliary resources to be used in rare and special situations. I will show how both communism and post-communism have been a fertile institutional setting for the emergence of network-sensitivity and how does network capital under such conditions become so powerful that it shapes other institutions to its needs. In the last section I shall argue that the mechanisms I described in a network-sensitive institutional setting are present in a network-insensitive one as well and that there are signs that globalization increases the level of network-sensitivity all over the world.
Sik Endre (1994) Network capital in Capitalist, Communist and Post-Communist Societies. International Contributions to Labour Studies, Vol. 4., pp. 73-93. http://kellogg.nd.edu/publications/workingpapers/WPS/212.pdf
Sik Endre (2010) Network dependent path dependency Corvinus Journal of Sociology and Social Policy Vol 1, No 1. pp. 77 – 102.

http://cjssp.uni-corvinus.hu/index.php/cjssp/article/view/3/5
Sept. 5 Informal economy – from socialism to post-socialism
In this class I set up a verbal model (i.e. I defined the essential actors and the most crucial processes) and assuming that the actors behave the way I suggest, I offer a series of propositions based on certain theoretical presumptions of the process from second economy to informal economy. 

Sik Endre (1994) From the Multicoloured to the Black-and-White Economy: the Hungarian Second Economy and the Transformation. Journal of Urban and Regional Research. Ed. Roberts, Bryan, Vol. 18. pp. 46-70.
Sik Endre (1999) “Slave Market” on the Moscow Square. Sociological Review (Szociológiai Szemle), Special Issue, pp. 115-129.

http://www.szociologia.hu/dynamic/RevSoc_1999_SikE_Slave_market.pdf
Sept. 8 Trust, network capital and informality
In this lecture we address two of the manifold forms of transformation -specific cross-border  entrepreneurial activities and shows the role of particularistic trust and network capital as embedded  in these processes. The two case studies illustrate that these activities are “borderline” cases in three  senses: (a) using national borders as an opportunity structure, (b) using ethnicity as a resource to gain  trust, and as a defensive mechanism, and (c) creating a semi-permeable zone between the formal and in- formal economy. The βirst one is about old/new form of urban in formal trade: the combination of cross-border trade, street vending, and COMECON-marketplace in Mongolian cities in 2000. The second case study is about inter-regional form of informal trade, i.e. the so-called cross-border junk trade, which is a particularly “high-trust” and network capital-intensive form of cross-border entrepreneurship.

Sik Endre (2012) Trust, Network Capital, and informality – Cross-Border Entrepreneurship in the First Two Decades of Post-Communism Review of Sociology No. 4 pp. 53-72

http://www.euborderregions.eu/files/HE12_0690-01_endre.sik.pdf
Giczi Johanna – Sik Endre (2009) Trust and social capital in contemporary Europe  in:TÁRKI European Social Report No 2. ed.: Tóth, I. György, Budapest, pp.63-82.

http://www.tarki.hu/en/research/european_social_report/european_social_report_2009_full.pdf
Network analysis (Márton Gerő)
Sept. 9 Introduction to social network analysis
In this lecture we introduce the logic of “network research” compared to the classic quantitative analysis conducted by sociologists, and the basic concepts of social network analysis. We explain what can be the basic features of a network, (as density, different types of centralities and its topology), and what are the main applications of social network analysis in the social sciences.  

Haythornthwaite, Caroline. "Social network analysis: An approach and technique for the study of information exchange." Library & information science research 18.4 (1996): 323-342.

Scott, J. (1991). Social Network Analysis: A Handbook. . London: Sage Publications.

Sept. 10 Civil society and networks

Connected to the social capital literature, in this lecture we show how social networks play role in the formation and functioing of civil society. A such we emphasize two different levels: the individual, as the access to civil society organizations to social networks and more importantly networks of civil organizations. 

Baldassari, D., & Diani, M. (2007). The Integrative Power of Civic Networks.

American Journal of Sociology, 113(3), 735-780. 

Galaskiewicz, J., Bielefeld, W., & Dowel, M. (2006). Networks and Organizational

Growth:A Study of Community Based Nonprofits. Administrative Science Quarterly,

September(51), 337-380. 

Sept. 11 Cross-border networks
The last lecture shows, how cross-border organizational networks can be examined and what are their consequences in the distribution of resources and identity formation.  Besides some general theoretical assumption, we explain the effects through the case of a Hungarian- Ukrainian border-area. 

Phelps, N. A., D. McNeill, and N. Parsons. "In Search of a European Edge Urban Identity Trans-European Networking among Edge Urban Municipalities."European Urban and Regional Studies 9.3 (2002): 211-224.

